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Islamic Countries’ Medical Universities NetWork (ICMUN)

With  regard to increasing growth of medical knowledge in the world and considering the role of network activities to promote the capabilities of universities ,the Ministry of Health and Medical Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran in cooperation with Medical Universities and Colleges of the Islamic Countries including Isfahan University of Medical Sciences (Iran), Istanbul University (Turkey), Kabul Medical University (Afghanistan), Mashhad University of Medical Sciences (Iran), Shaheed Beheshti University of Medical Sciences (Iran), Shiraz University of Medical Sciences (Iran), Tabriz University of Medical Sciences (Iran), Tehran University of Medical Sciences (Iran), University of Damascus (Syria), University of Indonesia (Indonesia), University of Malaya (Malaysia), University of the Punjab (Pakistan), hereinafter referred to as Member Universities and represented by their Deans, Presidents are going to hold the first Joint Summit of Chancellors and Deans of the selected Medical Universities and Colleges of the Islamic World at Tehran University of Medical Sciences in line with expanding international scientific collaboration in the field of medical sciences and achieving initial agreement on establishment of Islamic Countries Medical Universities Network which shall hereinafter be referred to as ICMUN and accordingly agree upon the following Memorandum of Understanding:
ARTICLE I 
OBJECTIVES 

The ICMUN shall have the following objectives: 

1. Establishing of the permanent secretariat in TUMS to work as coordination office and clearing house for collecting, tabulating, summarizing, reporting and interpreting the data.
2. Assisting focal point in member universities (one focal point in each country).
3. Promoting information dissemination  through  networking of libraries, exchanges and sharing of appropriate information among the members of academic community, 
4. Promoting cooperation in education , research, and health services, such as virtual medicine
5. Promoting cooperation and solidarity among academic members, scientists, and scholars in the Network,
6. Developing academic and professional human resources in the Network.
7. Establishment of sub-networks such as traditional medicine, medical ethics, medical education, research centers, etc.
ARTICLEII
WORK PROGRAMS 

This Memorandum of Understanding shall encompass cooperative activities on the following  measures : 

1. Establishment of ICMUN website.
2. Establishing steering committee of ICMUN comprising one representative from each Founder Member Universities, institutions and College.
Medical Universities and Colleges of the Islamic Countries including:

Istanbul University (Turkey), Kabul Medical University (Afghanistan), Tehran University of Medical Sciences (Iran) , University of Damascus (Syria), University of Malaya (Malaysia), Punjab medical college (Pakistan) and ISESCO representative.
3. Networking for information exchange among Member Universities ,institute and Colleges,

4. Developing grants, awards and scholarships in the Network,
5. Facilitating student and faculty exchange programs, 

6. Developing joint collaborating research centers,
7. Developing joint degree programs,

8. Carrying out scientific cooperation and collaboration in health crisis,

9. Implementing other agreed projects and activities 

10. Publishing shared medical journals.

These activities shall be formulated in consultation with Member Universities. 

ARTICLEIII
FUNDING 
In addition to the funds provided by the ICMUN which will be defined later on, the Member Universities shall be encouraged to participate in cost-sharing in the funding of activities. ICMUN welcomes any other generated funds from different sources such as foundations ,international agencies ,international funding bodies and donations  companies willing to support relevant projects. 

ARTICLE IV 
COOPERATION  and COOPERATION
In appropriate cases, at the invitation of any of the Member Universities, approved by Members based on agreed rules and regulations, technical personnel, governmental agencies and universities of other countries may participate in projects and programs being carried out under this Memorandum of Understanding. 

ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP 

Medical universities and colleges of any Islamic countries may be admitted to the ICMUN upon submission of the application and completion of the admission process for the membership. 

ARTICLE VI 
CRITERIA FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The followings shall be the basis for acceptance of membership of medical universities and colleges: 

1. Being recognized as a Center of Excellence in one or more disciplines,

2. Having prominent faculty and scientific members,

3. Being well-experienced in running international scientific programs,

4. Having well-equipped laboratories, rich libraries, and other academic facilities. 

ARTICLE VII 
COMMITMENTS OF MEMBERS 

In order to consolidate effective collaboration among Member Universities, the following measures shall be taken: 

1. Facilitating the exchange of library materials and publications electronically or through traditional means;

2. Waiver of tuition and matriculation fees for agreed disciplines and specific number of scholars; 

3. Authorizing the exchange of faculty members and university experts in the Network; 

4. Providing subsidy for the accommodation of scholars/faculty fellows; 

5. Assisting students to be exposed to high quality public/ private training program, 

6. Authorizing  the exchange of researchers among Member Universities,

7. Using resources under the Technical Assistance Programs, 
8. The Member Universities shall endeavor to promote human resources development and capacity building and transfer of knowledge network among leading universities in the Islamic Countries through the establishment of the Islamic Countries’ Medical Universities Network.
9. To provide some measures in order to report the achievement and progressing in the related fields to secretariat. 
ARTICLE VIII 
ENTRY AND EXIT IN MEMBER COUNTRY 

Each Member University shall facilitate entry into and exit from each territory of personnel and equipment of the other Party working on or used in joint projects and programs in accordance with the laws, rules and regulations in force in their respective countries. 

ARTICLE IX 

AMENDMENTS 

Each Member University may, when circumstances arise, request for the amendments of any provision of this Memorandum of Understanding after three years from the implementation and at the time of commencing the next round of cooperation; provided however, such amendments are limited to once in three years. Such amendments shall be approved upon after all parties’ concurrence. 

ARTICLE X
 
EFFECTIVITY 

This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force on the date of the signing by Member Universities. It shall remain in force for a period of three (3) years unless it is decided otherwise. Any request for termination of membership shall be received in writing at least three (3) months prior to its cancelation date. The projects which have already commenced at the expiration of this Memorandum of Understanding, but have not been fully implemented, shall be carried out to their completion by the Parties unless they shall agree to terminate it simultaneously with the termination of this Memorandum of Understanding. 
Accomplished in Tehran University of Medical Scientists in 15 copies in English, all copies are equally authentic.

20 February 2011        


Tehran, Iran
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